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PREFACE

This response to Sandwell’s new angling policy consultation follows nearly three decades of
active campaigning by myself and many other nature enthusiasts and wildfowl rescuers.

It should be read in context with work done 20+ years ago where we were challenged by the
then councillor in charge of environment- himself an active angler, to provide “evidence” of
issues caused by fishing in Sandwell’s open spaces.

By the end of that process, where he and others appear to have been in blissful denial about
the damage which this activity caused, (and still does), it was fairly clear that policy within
Sandwell had to change, based on that direct evidence. This document can be read at the
link below.

saveoursandwellcanadageese.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2023/09/Sandwell-council-
fishing-report.pdf

This was an assessment of the then policy calling for change and the ways in which we
believed that angling could co-exist with wildlife ecology if the council managed it better.
We made numerous observations and recommendations based upon our findings — which
were

= 1633 yards of fishing line was collected in just 9 months from
Sandwell sites, with 1007 yards of it from Victoria Park Tipton alone!

= Multiple instances of illegal sized lead shot were collected as well as
barbed and treble hooks which were supposedly “banned” on
Sandwell’s pools

= 36 birds had tackle related injuries, 14 of them pigeons

= Little regulation and enforcement by Sandwell council with free
fishing and alcohol consumption being rife

= Fishing on non designated pools was occurring threatening wildfowl
that shouldn’t have been.

Following this, SMBC then adopted an angling policy in 2003, alongside a code of conduct.
Despite this positive step, it was never matched with the robust enforcement that we had
called for, and there is little doubt that it has been a spectacular failure in policy in the
intervening years. To demonstrate this, Freedom of Information requests to SMBC asking
how much money had been collected from fishing fees were submitted.

Fishing fees collected - a Freedom of Information request to Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council
- WhatDoTheyKnow

Fishing fees collected 2018-2020 - a Freedom of Information request to Sandwell Metropolitan
Borough Council - WhatDoTheyKnow



https://saveoursandwellcanadageese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Sandwell-council-fishing-report.pdf
https://saveoursandwellcanadageese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Sandwell-council-fishing-report.pdf
https://saveoursandwellcanadageese.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Sandwell-council-fishing-report.pdf
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/fishing_fees_collected
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/fishing_fees_collected
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/fishing_fees_collected_2018_2020
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/fishing_fees_collected_2018_2020

The resulting answers must have made councillors and new officers aware that this was not
economically viable to allow the free for all that was occurring to continue. There is little
doubt that where there is free fishing, there is no accountability and no rules for
enforcement, and this threatens wildlife, and it also gives angling a bad name, which is not
what many anglers want to see happen.

This then sets the basis for comment on the new policy, which it can only be hoped does not
miss the opportunity to improve Sandwell’s Green spaces by excluding those who only think
about themselves and do not care about their actions in the context of the wildlife that lives
in the environment in which they are a passing damaging participant.

I can and have actively demonstrated direct evidence of the harm which angling is
currently doing on Sandwell Council owned waters, but hope that there is now a little
more sympathy to the plight of wildfowl being harmed than there was in 2003 by policy
makers.




Policy wording and statements.

“There are often discrepancies and confusion in the understanding of rules and
regulations for fishing on these sites.

This policy will remove any previous confusion regarding the rules and regulations
and identify what locations angling is permitted.”

We agree with this statement, but unfortunately, the identified list of sites within this
consultation has made this more unclear. We pointed out to the assistant director at an
early stage that at Sheepwash Nature Reserve, there are two pools out of five that allow
fishing, both of which do show “what locations angling is permitted.”

These are John's Lane Pool, and North Pool. The pumphouse pool and pylon and Rose
Lane pools do not and have never been designated pools for fishing, based upon the
designation of SLINC sites and also with the passing of the site as a Nature Reserve in
2001. Signage on these pools is already clear.

We therefore again in this document call for this to be made clear in the cabinet report
which clarifies this position, so in no way this oversight makes it into policy confusion that
it is allowed on all pools at Sheepwash.

By way of history, the following piece appeared in 1991
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This demonstrates that even before we came on the scene, the council were aware of what
was occurring at this site and took appropriate action at that time.

As a nature reserve, we question if fishing should continue there, but accept that if it does,
then it should not be encouraged. We will talk more about Sheepwash further on in this
document.

“Angling has been a popular pastime within Sandwell’s Green Spaces for many years. This
policy will look to balance this, whilst also ensuring future use, other Park users, wildlife and
ecology flourish.”

It has, but there has not been enough political support to protect wildlife and wildlife
habitats from being damaged through uncontrolled and illegal fishing. We only hope that
this will change and there will be a commitment at the highest level to make this policy
work.

“Angling Locations
The following sites listed below are where angling is permitted

1West Smethwick Park boating pool,Smethwick
2Victoria Park Pool, Tipton

3Dartmouth Park Boating Pool, West Bromwich
4Dartmouth Park Fishing Pond, West Bromwich
5Warrens Hall Nature Reserve, Rowley Regis
6Swan Pool, Sandwell Valley, West Bromwich
7Hydes Road Pool, Wednesbury

8Sheepwash Nature Reserve, Tipton

.Fishing is not permitted at any other location or waterbody that is not identified in the
list above.”


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/search/results?newspaperTitle=Sandwell%20Evening%20Mail

As previously stated Sheepwash Nature reserve should read

“Sheepwash Nature Reserve John’s Lane Pool, Tipton
Sheepwash Nature Reserve North Pool Tipton”

This then makes it clear as to which pools cannot be fished by elimination. Current notice
boards at every entrance to the site clearly already identify this and name the pools, as do
the water orientation boards. There is scope to add more of these boards between
Pumphouse pool and North pool to eliminate any possible “confusion” further. We have
raised this matter numerous times with walkabouts with SMBC officers and councillors,
indeed Evan Hughes took geo locations which were forwarded to parks officers. We have
yet to see this acted upon.

In terms of Sheepwash, we would prefer fishing to be phased out of the site altogether
given its designation. This could be done by continuing to not manage North Pool and John’s
Lane pool by not cutting back vegetation to allow tents to be erected. These pools should
certainly not be restocked, given the level of poaching and illegal transfer which we will look
at further on.

As for the other locations, we get issues with West Smethwick Park and Victoria Park Tipton
the most. Hydes Road is becoming over fished, and swan pool has competing uses which is
making it difficult to see this site as a nature reserve area given the level of human activity
taking place.

There needs to be clear signage and identification of which pools CANNOT be fished which
are

Victoria Park Smethwick

Smethwick Hall Park Smethwick
Icehouse/cascade/cypress pools West Bromwich.
West Smethwick Park, Top pool

Sheepwash Nature Reserve, Pumphouse pool/pylon pool/Rose Lane pools
Tipton

Haden Hill Park Top and Bottom Pools, Cradley Heath
Redhouse Park, Top and Bottom pools, Great Barr
Ridgeacre Canal Basin West Bromwich

Forge Mill Lake, West Bromwich

Millpool (The Milky) West Bromwich

“Fees & Charges”

We have no interest in ever fishing so do not care about the rate which the council sets and
make no comment, other than it should investigate what other local authorities charge for
angling. We only care that these charges ARE collected and that it does not become an ad
hoc passing collection which gives way to eventual abandonment of charges. This is our
biggest fear with this policy based on previous experience.



Fishing permit locations

These are fine, but the emphasis appears to be on the individual to buy these, and not
what happens if they do not comply or bother to in the first place. This already has led to
most individuals not bothering- as reflected in the dire fees collected.

Questions for scrutiny

How are you going to make people pay who do not want to, and how are you going to
deal with those who do not?

If people approached fishing do not have a permit, are you going to give them a
concessionary chance to do so, or as you should, if they refuse to pay there and then,
remove them off the site? There is very little chance that people will bother in this case to
buy any permits if they are let off and play ignorant.

It means that you need to install all sighage advertising charges in advance of
enforcement, and ensure that this signage is not defaced or removed by those not
wanting to pay.

“Future Pools and Waterbody Development

We will undertake the following to maintain good fishing practices and seek to encourage
new participants to use to these sites by committing to the following:
Maintaining clear access to identified fishing locations

Partially agree, but not for Sheepwash, as already stated.

Identify and mark suitable fishing locations where practically possible

Agreed, but not for the erection of tents or bivvys.

Work with community groups and other organisations to develop strategies and projects for
improved facilities including Fish stock, infrastructure, ecology, wildlife and partnership
arrangements

Difficult to see this working given the lack of interest in clubs running fishing in the past.
The credibility of some of these clubs were highly questionable, and they should not be
preferred ahead of uniformed, insured and protected EPO officers.

Work with community groups and other organisations in hosting events and activities that
encourage Angling on our Waterbodies Work with organisations and community groups to
develop volunteer lead activities and events to improve the ecology, waterbody and green

space aesthetics.

Not interested in this concept. We are not in favour of encouraging angling.



Erect signage around fishing pools highlighting the rules and regulations of the fishing policy
(Appendix A)

Make this policy available for download via theSandwell website

Identify any improvements or highlight works that will improve Angling as part of the wider
programme of works for Green Spaces. As per the following
website:https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/parks-green-spaces/green-spaces”

Agreed, but how are you going to enforce this?

“Enforcement

Enforcement and periodic permit checks will be undertaken via various Council
Officers, including but not limited to the following:

1 Green space officers

2Countryside Rangers

3Environmental Protection Officers

4Green Service Operatives and Officers

5Neighbourhood Officers

6Private Security (when procured for spot checks)

Do not agree with “periodic checks”, as this implies that it will probably be avoided by
these staff due to potential confrontations which they will seek to avoid. What do you
mean by “periodic”? Is this every day, once a week or ad hoc, in which case | doubt if they
will be done.

In the case of the countryside rangers, | do not see how two officers, who are not usually
on duty together could cover all the sites. If it is left to these staff to “police” the nature
reserve sites, then | see that not being done at all. You also have to consider that policing
will need to be done in the areas where fishing is not allowed. This list of council owned
sites is as already stated

Victoria Park Smethwick

Smethwick Hall Park Smethwick
Icehouse/cascade/cypress pools West Bromwich.
West Smethwick Park, Top pool

Sheepwash Nature Reserve, Pumphouse pool/pylon pool/Rose Lane pools
Tipton

Haden Hill Park Top and Bottom Pools, Cradeley Heath
Redhouse Park, Top and Bottom pools, Great Barr
Ridgeacre Canal Basin West Bromwich

Forge Mill Lake, West Bromwich

Millpool (The Milky) West Bromwich



| would favour two EPO’s being tasked with leading the bailiffing operation with support
from other staff. This would be a daily operation visiting all sites as part of duties, or
responding to reports of asb or rule breaking where appropriate. They would also be
better placed to liaise with the EA enforcement officers and police, particularly when
equipped with bodycam footage evidence.

“Enforcement or requests for the sight of permits from members of the public,
Friends groups or other community groups / clubs is not permitted.

Any suspected breach of rules identified in Appendix A should be reported via the
mysandwell portal.

Any breaking of the law or local byelaws should be reported to the Police, ASB team
or Environment Agency.”

Unfortunately, this has failed over the course of the last 20 years. | have diligently reported
matters, only for multiple buck passing between the EA, council and the police on ASB
matters. | don’t believe that this aspect of the policy is well thought out as to how it will
operate. What “local bye laws” are being referred to here, given that many sites like
Sheepwash do not currently have any? How can they therefore be enforced without them?

FISHING AND ASB

Over the course of the last 20 plus years, the observations related to this activity, which
have been evidenced, provided and reported to officers and other bodies include

e lllegal poaching and setting of fish traps

e lllegal transfer of fish risking population diseases spreading

e Unregulated cutting down of trees and vegetation to fish in locations not permitted

e Use of drugs and alcohol

e Night fishing

e Unattended rods

e Fishing from boats and islands

e Fires and barbeques and eating caught fish

e Litter left everywhere but no penalty for doing so

e Defecating in wooded areas

e Abuse and threats of violence for challenging this behaviour

e Targetting birds with catapults and air weapons that they bring along

The tolerance of all of this over a long period, despite having policy
in place to deal with it disgraces the council.

Liaison with the police and the Environment Agency has always
been very poor, and must improve if you are going to make this
work- indeed the role of each body and who is responsible for what
needs to be discussed urgently.



Poaching and weapons

| had occasion to ring the police on seeing individuals fishing on a non designated pool
brandishing axes. They were smoking drugs also, and yet the police were not interested in
talking to them, citing pathetic and untruthful reasons for not doing so. The following

appeared in The Sunday Mercury.
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- MIKE LOCKLEY

* StaffReporter
mike.lockley@trinitymirror.com

OACHERS at a

beauty
made
their escape af-
ter police officers refused
to clamber. a three-foot
fence on health and safety
grounds, an eye-witness
claims.

Tan Carroll, a volunteer
at Tipton's Sheepwash
Nature Reserve, alleges
two constables declined
to climb the wire fence
because it could activate a
Taser.

The weapons, ' capable
of delivering a 50,000-volt
shock, have made recent
headlines after former
Villa star Dalian Atkinson
died after being tasered.

But West Midlands
Police refuted Mr Carroll’s
allegations and stressed
they did not tally with the
force’s procedure sur-
rounding the weapons.

There is no reason why a
Taser would go off while
shimmying a fence, a
spokesman pointed out.

One of the officers has
provided a  detailed
response to the claims -
and refuted them.

“At no stage did either
man mention there was a
health and safety issue
around tasers,” a spokes-
man stressed.

The police officers did,
however, decline Mr Car
wll's call to  seramble
down o steap  embank

“spot

Black Country
good

ment and trudge through

, thick undergrowth in tor-
rential rain.

That, they felt, would
have been unsafe. But, by
then, they had already
carried out a search of the
area.

dent, last Saturday after-

noon, simply records
officers failed to locate the
culprits.

That cuts little ice with
Mr Carroll, who has tend-
ed the reserve for 18 years.
He said: “You could’ve
lifted the wire and gone
underneath it

It is not the first time the
4]1-year-old has accused
authorities - both council,
‘Environment Agency and
police - of failing to
robustly tackle poaching
and vandalism at the site.

Saturday’s incident took
the biscuit, he told The
Mercury. ‘

“They came out incred-
ibly quickly,” Mr Carroll
said. “It was pouring with
rain. The poachers were
there for night-time fish-
ing. They had put up a tent
and I could see three with
axes, there may have been
another in the tent”

He claimed: “They were
only yards away, but you
had to climb the fence and
it was pouring with rain.

“The officers told me
they couldn’t climb over
because there was a health
and safety issue. They had
’I‘?sers and they might go
off,

“Brankly, I was gob-
smncked, I'd never heard
anything Nke 1t

And a log of the inci-

A i
“That fence is one metre
high and you can get

- underit.

“I've spoken to both the
council and police about
the situation at the reserve
and nothing has been
done. The place is being
left to rot” :

Mr Carroll claimed the
green oasis has been
plagued by poachers, van-
dals and drug users for
over five years.

In a strongly worded let-
ter to the neighbourhood
police, Mr Carroll
described the incident as
afarce. ;

He stated: “The
response by both police
and council to this inci-
dent and several others is
absolute rubbish.

“Time and time again I
have made calls, given evi-
dence and it is treated like
ajoke”

But West Midlands
police said a thorough
search of the area was
made and no poachers
found. R R

They insisted no fence
was encountered during
that search.

After scouring the area,
Mr Carroll urged them to
scramble down a quag-
mire bank which was
deemed dangerous.

And they pointed out
only one of the officers
carried a Taser, covered
because of the weather.

One policeman told The
Mercury: “That . means
there were no health and
safety fssuoes - as stated by
Mr Carroll - over the other
olfteer climblag the fonce




Poaching in
area canals

In reply to G Harper from Oldbury,
(Express. & Star, letters, August 29)
regarding the fish taken from canals, it’s
heartbreaking to see this happening on our
canals and lakes.

It happens an awful lot on the canal in
Tipton and at Sheepwash nature reserve.
I have found fixed lines in the water pur-
posefully left there to catch fish (which I
remove and report to local police and coun-
cil). They also take geese and ducks.

I pay my rod licence to fish on the canal
and I know those responsible for the fish
taking don’t! If this is allowed to continue
unchecked then we will have no fish or
wildlife left!

S Barsby

Tipton

The “Eastern European angler”

This form of angler we are meant to believe steals fish and eats them, or at least that is
what English anglers claim. | am not sure of some of these reports, as | have seen illegal
transfer of fish taking place by the same anglers who claim it is those from other
countries. Regardless of this, with European free movement occurring some 20 plus years
ago, if those fishing are not aware of the rules by now then this is not an excuse to avoid
punishment. Indeed, putting signage in multiple languages is a waste of money, and the
council should not tolerate pathetic excuses from anyone about not knowing rules. THEY
JUST NEED TO BE ENFORCED EQUALLY TO ALL.



Fish traps found at Sheepwash nature reserve.

Many of these are placed on the end of rope submerged below the waterline, making it a
trap to wild birds also if entangled. Some are homemade, including out of plastic bottles,
some large rolled up wire cages, and some fyke traps.




Fyke traps attached on lines.



Camp fires




Unattended rods and tents Victoria Park Tipton




lllegal fishing on pumphouse pool. Again in tent




Litter left behind by anglers on North Pool Sheepwash, with more camp fires




Angling litter, don’t just take it from me
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Barbed treble hooks- absolutely barbaric

Cygnet swan pool trapped and attached to island vegetation

his was on its leg, cotton line which is




Dead heron hanging by wing from line attached to trees on island at Victoria Park Tipton




Sheepwash- John’s Lane pool

A dead Herring gull drowned by line at West Smethwick Park




LOCKDOWN LITTER CAMPAIGN

LITTER

As part of a campaign to highlight the issues surrounding this issue, swanwatch and Scared
Animal Wildlife Rescue produced a leaflet which can be read below.

lockdown litter leaflet

We wrote to all the then Black Country Authority Leaders, but the response from Sandwell
was not very enthusiastic to put it mildly. | see no reason why these signs cannot appear
with your blessing in notice boards, in parks and open spaces where it is designated as some
in Dudley and Wolverhampton have been placed there.
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THE BOTTOM LINE ON ANGLING.
In 2020, the following piece reveals that the situation nationally is only becoming grimmer
as the Daily Mail article shows, reporting RSPCA rescue statistics for the last five years.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8388209/Shocking-photos-wildlife-caught-
rubbish-RSPCA-appeals-Brits-pick-
trash.html?fbclid=IwAROxZ6AiwDjWg8pJKCinHINjExpfOGOWPtyDJUVO]L-
W3T9tWx8ldsWvezc

15,183 reports relating to animals injured by or caught in angling litter”.

NB these are just the RSPCA reports and do not cover the work of volunteer organisations
who attend far more incidents than the RSPCA combined.

The main problem in our experience of sites, including ones that you are responsible for
managing, is that free fishing, and night fishing, which attracts antisocial behaviour and the
type of people who do not care what they leave behind correlates directly with increased
incidents of birds being tackled. Relevant legislation such as The Environmental Protection
Act may well be being employed in your town centres and even parks, but for some reason
appears to escape those sitting around the waterside. Licences, supposedly a legal
requirement are seldom checked by anyone, and so the situation is left to deteriorate. It has
to be asked as to why fishing is free, when you are losing money from this activity, yet other
sports require payment, and some kind of rules, with threat of ejection or banning if people
do not abide by them? Would football teams for example be allowed to continue to leave
rubbish behind on the pitch, without the council taking action if they did so? Why should a
few anglers be any different?

The antisocial behaviour is further compounded by the use of “bivvy’s”- or tents where
individuals squat for sometimes days with alcohol and illegal drugs. They also conceal
offensive weapons like axes and knives and cause criminal damage to aquatic vegetation,
fences and trees. lllegal theft of fish and poaching is absolutely rife across the region, and
fishing on pools not designated for fishing is also increasing, to the destruction of natural
habitat and biodiversity. The areas left behind are festooned with plastic litter, and accented
by line and hooks snagged up in trees and in the water. Why is this tolerated? If these were
illegal traveller infringements, or someone went around dropping litter in a town centre,
presumably action would be taken, so why are people allowed to camp out whilst breaking
the law, and a blind eye is turned?

In Sandwell the main sites of concern are Sheepwash Nature Reserve, Hydes Road, West
Smethwick Park , Victoria park Tipton and Warrens Hall Park. This includes illegal fishing,
illegal use of traps and several hooked birds.

The evidence is clear and overwhelming, and you cannot
deny that it exists. .
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